Minutes
Dovre Township Meeting
12/6/22

Chair, Marie Ostby called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Present: Marie Ostby, Keith Quale, Kim Larson, Sherry Jean Larson, Glenn Arfstrom, Pat Jacobs, Teren Novotny
Guests: Patrice Knutson, Cal Miner, Howard Werner, Bruce Peterson, Gary and Karen Kaufenberg, Timothy Ostby, Beth Johnston, Julie Leslie, Paula Bredberg, Mark Eckhart, Michele Nefstead, Chuck Nefstead, Dale Larson, Judi Larson, Keith Palmquist, Jana Palmquist,  Deb Foley, Dave Reed, Sharon and Mark Eckhart
Approval of Minutes:    November 2022 meeting
			Board of Canvass meeting 
			Special Meeting 11/25/22
Supervisor Quale moved to approve the minutes, Supervisor S. Larson seconded and motion carried.
Fire Report:  *Pennock Fire Board Mtg Jan. 21, 2013, 9 AM
The Pennock Fire Board wishes to increase the benefit level by $100.  Supervisor Ostby moved to support the increase to PERA by $100, Supervisor Quale seconded and motion carried.

Guests Requesting to be on the Agenda:
Mike Olson:  Snow/roads concern—Mr. Olson did not attend the meeting.  Supervisor Quale stated that Jamie Boonstra is the person contracted to plow the roads.  He has 4 graders and some pickups to use for faster snow removal.  He is called out when the county is called out.  Residents having questions should contact Supervisor Keith Quale.

Cal Miner:  8th St. NE project. Met with MnDot regarding getting signs on 71 and 41st Ave.—they didn’t realize that the signs were taken down during construction.  MnDot will get on this.  Supervisor Quale will follow up on that.
Mr. Miner stated that his road measures 22-24 feet.  He suggested that the road from 37th to 40th be leveled and widened to 24 feet the entire distance for safety for pedestrian traffic.  Supervisor Ostby has discussed this with the engineer.  At the next meeting the engineer will have cost information but this will be very expensive due to the soil composition of that road. The next meeting with the engineer will be in Jan. or Feb. and will include information on 8th St. and 40th.

Treasurers Report Teren Novotny presented the treasurers report through October, 2022.  Supervisor S. Larson moved to approve the report, Supervisor Quale seconded and motion carried.
Approval of Orders:  Supervisor K. Larson moved to approve payment, Supervisor S. Larson seconded and motion carried.
Motion Authorizing Payment of End of Year Bills Supervisor K. Larson moved to authorize payment of end of year bills, Supervisor Quale seconded and motion carried.			



New Business:
1. 2023 Meeting schedule- Supervisor Ostby moved to change  meetings to the first Monday of the month beginning at 6:00 PM with Planning and Zoning meetings at 5:00 if needed.  Supervisor Quale seconded.  Motion carried.  Supervisor K. Larson abstained.

2. A&J Rentals Conditional Use Hearing 12/12/22 7:00 PM: The first application was denied and  now a new application has been submitted. The township will resubmit comments to the planning commission.  The township is the road authority and our comments were about the road usage. 
Comments from Attendees:
· Paula Bredberg—How can they come back to the zoning to reapply.  The commission stated that they would hear this again based on what they 
· Julie Leslie—the initial concerns have not changed.  She stated that this is dangerous for pedestrians.  She is concerned that they were allowed to reapply without taking in consideration the initial reasons for denial.
· Karen Kaufenberg—The first application was in July 2022.  The current application has been changed.  How can this be changed midway?  Supervisor Ostby stated that the commission will be hearing this as a new application.
· Karen Kaufenberg—this has been residential area.  We are concerned about the future with this business there.  There is not room for large vehicles to move.  There are no shoulders and safety is an issue for pedestrians
· Beth Johnston-The ordinance states that there should be an 80 foot set back.  What about access for fire equipment? Trucks are exceeding the weight limitations.  How is this meeting the set backs required for the septic system?  How many parking spaces are required for the size of building and the number of employees parking there.   ADA compliance? Turning radius for trucks?
· Keith Palmquist—Did anyone complain when vehicles belonging to fishermen were parked on the road? This feels like a witch hunt when the owner is just trying to operate a business. 
· Supervisor Ostby—the board needs to address the parking.  She has researched this and will talk to the board about posting no parking signs on the road.  
· Supervisor K. Larson—No record of residents coming to a meeting when the woodworking business was going to be in that location.  The town board does not approve or deny but can make some recommendations.  The township identified issues  and submitted them to the planning commission.  The commission made the decision to deny based on their own observations.
· Bruce Peterson--The roads are for vehicles and not for pedestrians.  He feels that pedestrians use the roadway at their own risk.  This building is a legal non-conforming structure. The primary concern should be how can we help them operate in the best way at that location.
· Timothy Ostby—He has not seen any changes in the physical structure of the property. A&J Rentals have been operating for several months without a conditional use permit. He feels that the integrity of the applicant is in question.  The applicant was operating in violation of the conditions within one week of denial of the first application.
· Supervisor K. Larson—the Dovre Board does not approve or deny. What we can do is submit our concerns.
· Bruce Peterson—All comments submitted must be factual and not emotional.
· Supervisor Ostby-the Township is the road authority and has the authority to pass/post no parking and enforce that requirement.   If a conditional use permit does not have restrictions in place, the permit runs with the land so future owners could continue manufacturing.
Supervisor Ostby—the Town Board  has to decide what we will submit for considerations to the Planning and Zoning Commission.  The Commission will consider what was submitted for the first hearing.  Supervisor K. Larson feels that safety is the main issue we should address and this should be relayed in a non- emotional factual fashion.   Beth Johnston requested that comments from tonight be submitted along with the township position.  Supervisor Ostby reviewed the list of potential conditions as listed by the township attorney.  The list was reviewed and edited.  Supervisor S. Larson moved that Supervisor Ostby rewrite the list and include with a letter for submission to the planning commission, Supervisor K. Larson seconded the motion.  Supervisor S. Larson read the letter that the Attorney composed to be submitted to Eric VanDyken.  The motion was called and approved unanimously.
3. Planning and Zoning Meeting –Supervisor Ostby moved to approve Resolution 2022-020 Approving a Subdivision for Joel TeBrake as recommended by the Planning and Zoning Commission.   Supervisor K. Larson seconded and motion carried.
4. Access Permits: none

Old Business:
1. Broadband update—pended for results of grant application
2. Long Lake Association use of town hall—pended for Jan. meeting
3. Billing for 11th St.—response to Tom’s Backhoe-pended for additional information
4. Request for minutes to be printed in the Lakes Area Review--- Consensus to submit minutes with a total payroll.
5. Review of bills to close out Escrow accounts
---John Wenke—application was not acted on and $675 fee should be refunded.
---Palmquist—he stated that he paid a check for $2500 which is not recorded on the summary statement provided by the treasurer.  
With documentation of the payment, the balance owed will be written off.
Pended for clarification of the check.g
---Brekke- $68 owed will be written off
---Daak/Studanski—check to see if payment was received
---Holmgren—if we didn’t get a check for $250, he should be billed
---Rose Glen—confirmed with the attorney that we can expunge the amount owed in exchange for the easement.  
Supervisor K. Larson moved Motion to refund John Wenke in entirety, Rose Glen balance will be in exchange for the easement with the balance expunged, Daak/Studanski and Holmgren will be billed if $250 fee not received, Palmquist balance forgiven upon receipt $2500 payment. Supervisor Ostby seconded and motion carried.

Sand/Carlson Property Split-lot line adjustment—application and fee has been received.  This is correcting a property line adjustment.  Supervisor Ostby moved to approve the lot line adjustment, Supervisor K. Larson seconded and the motion carried.

Information:
· Lakes Area Rural Responders funding request withdrawn-they do not have a member in Dovre Township.
· Notice of approval received for Asche & Company request for a reduction in lot area standards
· Arndt over 20 acre property lot line adjustment
Supervisors Reports of Activity  All received calls regarding snow removal
Permission to Dispose:  14 misc envelopes, 2022 election guide, Posted Notice of General Election, Posted notice of Board of Canvass, Special Meeting posting 11/21/22 .  Supervisor S. Larson moved to approve disposal, Supervisor K. Larson seconded and motion carried.

Next Meeting:	        		
1/2/23		5:45 PM Board of Organization
		6:00 PM January Dovre Board meeting
1/21/23	Pennock Fire Board meeting 9:00 AM

Supervisor S. Larson moved to adjourn, Supervisor Quale seconded.  The meeting adjourned at 10:22 PM





____________________________________			________________________________
Marie Ostby, Chair						Pat Jacobs, Clerk











